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Living Safety. Shaping Tomorrow.
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SAFETY FIRST.
ERA’s institutional motto
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Living Safety.
Shaping Tomorrow.
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Railway safety is concerned with the protection of life and 
property through regulation, management and technology 
development of all forms of rail transportation.

For 20 years, ERA develops common approaches to safety.

Featuring a dedicated Safety Unit, ERA also monitors and 
reports on rail safety in the EU.

2004 – 2024 |
20 Years of better safety
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RAILWAY SAFETY WORLDWIDE
And among different transport modes

• The safety level of the EU railway system 
remains very high

• It is one of the safest railway systems in the 
world 

• In a multimodal comparison, rail appears the 
safest mode of land transport in the EU 
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Significant Accidents | Downward trend
Main safety outcomes (EU-27, 2006-2022)

Major accidents 
have become rare 
in the last years.
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Major accidents

Even if major accidents (i.e., with 5
or more fatalities) have become
rare in the last years, in 2022 and
2023 five of such accidents were
registered.

Safety levels

Large differences in safety levels
still exist between EU Member
States

CSM ASLP

A fast implementation of the CSM
ASLP would be beneficial to
provide an additional angle to
assess/improve how safety is
managed across Europe.

KEY FINDINGS OF ERA’S 2024 
SAFETY AND INTEROPERABILITY REPORT: 

After the overall positive progress of the last decade, in 2022 an increase in significant
accidents and related casualties have been recorded, going back to pre-COVID levels.
The overall cost of railway accidents remains high (estimated in around 4 billion EUR in
2022 only for significant accidents in EU-27)
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4th Railway Package
SSC | Single Safety Certificates



11

SAFETY COMES FIRST
The benefits of ERA for rail safety. Economic impacts of safety

3-4 billion 
EUR per year

Gains from more efficient safety 
regulation ( 15 EU MSs, year 2000)

10 million EUR per year

Decrease in significant accidents 
and related casualties and costs of 
those accidents

Cost of significant accidents – about 3-4 
billion EUR per year (EU-27), with 
significant decrease of the number of 
those accidents and casualties in the last 
two decades
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Common Safety Methods (CSMs): 
In the two decades since its inception, ERA has played an essential role in
establishing CSMs to ensure a high and uniform level of safety across the EU’s rail
network.
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ERA has launched innovative programs to 
support railway stakeholders in cultivating a 
strong safety culture and seamlessly 
integrating HOF into their operations.

ERA and HOF
Human and Organisational Factors |
Understanding the Interactions among
Humans and other Elements of the System

P
ho

to
: A

d
o

be
 S

to
ck

  b
y 

fa
ng

p
h

ot
ol

ia

https://stock.adobe.com/fr/contributor/205951420/fangphotolia?load_type=author&prev_url=detail


14

To support its stakeholders with the 
implementation of the EU legislation 
and enhance railway safety across the 
Union, ERA is building an ambitious 
training portfolio open to rail 
professionals and safety specialists.

ERA Academy 
Training catalogue 

https://www.era.europa.eu/content/era-training-catalogue


THANK YOU

Moving Europe towards a 
sustainable and safe railway system 
without frontiers.

Follow us:

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-railway-agency
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFfzjb2UuoOxFJd12AL6lyg
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