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1. Electrical and Mechanical Services Department 
(EMSD) is the statutory regulatory authority 
overseeing the safe operation of railway systems in 
Hong Kong. 

2. Regulatees include:
üMTR Corporation Ltd.  
ÅHeavy Rail, Light Rail and High Speed Rail 

ü Airport Authority Hong Kong 
ÅAutomated People Mover at the airport

ü Hong Kong Tramways, Ltd.
ÅTram 

ü Peak Tramways Company, Ltd.
ÅPeak Tram

Regulation of Railway Safety in Hong Kong
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Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on Railway Safety
1. The outbreak of COVID-19 posed serious

limitations on the flow of people, materials,
and equipment acrossregionsand countries.

2. Global economy deeply plagued by anti-
epidemic measures implemented by
governmentsto avoid spreadingof the disease.

3. Unlike other countries which prepare to live
with the virus, the Government of the HKSAR
strives to achieve sustained äZeroInfectionå
level through implementation of a lot of
stringent anti-epidemicmeasures.
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Source: https://qz.com/1967413/hong-kongs-latest-covid-19-strategy-daily-
ambush-lockdowns-2/



Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on Railway Safety
4. Anti-epidemic measures include virus testing,

contact tracing, social distancing, immigration
control, and provision of quarantine and
isolation facilities in accordance with existing
legal requirements, such as the Preventionand
Control of DiseaseOrdinance(Cap. 599)

5. Free COVID-19 Vaccination Programme for all
Hong Kong residentson voluntary basis
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Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53596299



Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on Railway Safety

6. Economic activities in Hong Kong were hard-hit by the
pandemic causingserioussetback in businessof different
trades, including railway industry.

7. The pandemic not only hindered co-operation in railway
industry across the globe, but also presented
unprecedented challenges to railway regulators and
railway operators in upkeeping their work for ensuring
railway safety.

8. The pandemic also provided opportunities to EMSDand
railway operators in a number of areas for upholding
railway safety in Hong Kong.
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Challenges

1. Impacts on regulatory work

ü Challenges in manpower planning for meeting committed 
schedules for carrying out regulatory work 

ü Cancellation of face-to-face meetings with stakeholders 
affecting communication and information sharing

ü Limitation in processing railway operatorsç statutory 
submissions under work from home arrangement

2. Limitation of people flow across countries/regions

ü Delay in provision of professional services by consultants 
due to stringent restrictions to limit people travelling across 
countries/regions  
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Challenges
3. Interruption of global supply chains

ü Overseas equipment manufacturersç factories/offices  
on lockdowns

ü Suspension of international air/sea freight 

ü Lack of critical spare parts for maintenance work

4. Interruption of international/regional collaborations

ü Suspension of participation in overseas 
visits/international conferences by travelling aboard

ü Suspension of face-to-face meetings/visits with 
stakeholders in Mainland 
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